






 
 

 
 
Technology Impact: Technology regression would mean existing devices keep working until they break, 
mature chips from other fabs (28nm+) are used, and refurbished chips help fill gaps. However, new AI, 5G/6G, 
next-gen gaming, advanced driver assistance, and cutting-edge computing would stall. The U.S. would likely 
respond with military action, a full economic war with China, a CHIPS Act expansion over $500 billion, and 
massive fab building. China might gain TSMC assets but lose market access, cannot operate ASML equipment 
without Dutch cooperation, and faces heavy sanctions on its abs. Rebuilding globally over 7-10 years would 
cost $2-3 trillion, adding about 20 million wafers of capacity led by expansions in the U.S., Europe, Japan, and 
South Korea. 
Tech delays would include AI by 3-5 years, 6G by 5-7 years, autonomous vehicles by 5-10 years, and next-gen 
gaming/VR by 5+ years, with quantum computing slowed. Necessity would speed advances in chiplets, 
packaging, alternative computing, chip recycling, and mature node optimization. 
 
What Accelerates (Out of Necessity): Out of necessity, chiplet architectures help bypass advanced node 
shortages by modularizing chip design, improving yields, and reducing costs. Advanced packaging, alternative 
computing like photonic and neuromorphic, chip recycling, and mature node optimization (28nm as "good 
enough") also accelerate due to supply constraints. Wildcard factors include TSMC's rumored "scorched 
earth" policy with self-destruct and remote kill switches on equipment to prevent China from benefiting if 
captured, prolonging recovery. The Netherlands' ASML controls EUV lithography and can remotely disable 
captured equipment, blocking China from producing sub-7nm chips, its strongest non-military leverage. 
Talent flight is critical: TSMC’s top engineers flee to the US, Europe, and Japan, creating a brain drain. 
Operating fabs without their expertise is nearly impossible, and China cannot quickly replace this lost talent 
as expertise takes decades to build. 
 
Long-term, the semiconductor world could follow three paths (10+ Years Out): 
Scenario A: Successful diversification leads to global production of 30M+ wafers/year with no country 
dominating advanced chipmaking, stabilizing supply but at higher costs and resuming technology progress. 
Scenario B: A bifurcated world splits into Western (US/Europe/Japan/Korea) with 25M wafers and 
Chinese-led bloc with 10M wafers of inferior tech, creating two incompatible ecosystems, higher costs, and 
slower innovation. 
Scenario C: China gains control of captured TSMC assets, using chip leverage geopolitically and maintaining 
Western dependence, effectively acting as a "Chip OPEC" controlling the global tech supply. 
 
If China invades Taiwan tomorrow, the world would face an economic catastrophe with a $2 trillion global 
GDP loss in the first year, severe tech rationing, and massive inflation. Over 1-3 years, the tech sector would 
enter depression with 60-80% production losses. Recovery would be slow over 3-7 years, requiring $2-3 
trillion in investment, during which technological progress stagnates. By years 7-10, new capacity might come 
online, but with permanently higher costs and ongoing geopolitical fragility. Taiwan’s semiconductor Fabs, 
especially TSMC, are more critical to global stability than many entire economies. Producing 17 million wafers 
yearly, these fabs form the unseen infrastructure of modern civilization. Preventing conflict and diversifying 
supply chains today is vastly more cost-effective, every dollar spent on deterrence saves $100 later in crisis 
response. This underscores Taiwan’s irreplaceable role in global technology and economic security. 
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Welcome to  

 
The World Forum on the Future of Democracy, AI/Tech and Humankind 

 

Sunday, February 15:   

●​ 5:00pm Film Premiere - Adlon (1h35 run time) Film: “Undercover: Exposing the Far Right”. It is an explosive documentary that reveals the threat the far right poses to our society. For the first time ever, Hope Not Hate, the 
UK’s leading anti-extremist organization, has allowed cameras to follow its team of investigators as they go undercover to expose the new extremists.  Secretary Clinton and the filmmakers will engage in a panel discussion moderated by 
Deadline reporter Melanie Goodfellow following the screening. 

Monday February 16:   

●​ 9:00 am- 5:30pm The World Forum 
●​ 11:00am Opening of The World Forum 
●​ 7:00 pm Cinema for Peace & Democracy Gala 

Tuesday February 17:  

●​ 9:00am - 5:30pm The World Forum 
●​ 7:00pm Farewell Dinner 

Monday 16 - Thursday February 19: 

●​ 9:00am - 5pm The Ecocide Tribunal - by The Court of the Citizens of the World  
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